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W1$4AM THORESEN III AS HE SURRENDERED ON FIREARMS CHARGE 

^ Wm Wf ra his wife and son and attorney J. W. Ehrlich (left) 

r ~v — ~ > - T. ,mw r m 



Heir Says 
He's Just 
A Collector 



Bv Charles Howe 

The mysterious Wil- 
liam E. Thoresen 111 came 
out of the cold yesterday 
and, accompanied by his 
family and a brace of law- 
yers, surrendered to the 
United States marshal, on 
a variety of Federal fire* 
.mns charges. 

The munition^ czar Was 
mimediately taken before 
U. S. Commissioner Rich- 
ard Goldsmith, who set 
hail at $55,000. This was 
posted and he was released. 

From there, Thoresen went 

cubre Federal Judge Oliver 
J. Carter for a mental 
rompetenee commitment 
hearing. Judge Oiver ordered 
that he be examined by a 
psychiatrist but ‘refused to 
order him committed. 

DEMAND 

This infuriated U S. Attor- 
ney Cecil Poole, who de- 
manded that Thoresen be 
committed to the Lompoc 
Medical Facility for psychi- 
atric observation, f /*. * 

He noted that raids yester- 
day had produced £0 more 
tons- of munitions consigned 
to Thoresen. . 

“He has a history of bi- 
zarre and antisocial activi- 
ties,*! Poole argued. “These 
} are hot' simple antics; they 
. are full of potential violence. 

“WhaV wfiiuW a man want 
l with such a collection, such a 
mountain of .weapons and 




TKe sciicd shipment in a B«r&el«y warstioui* — U.S. Attorney Cecil P**le talked with reporters 



ATTORNEY 

f But Thorescn’s attorney. J, T 
. W. (Jake) Ehrlich, told 'he 
judge Thor esc a should re- 
. main iree. 



“He was 
bus!-. 

•T(0 a:, ! 
anyone. 

“If this man is crazy, n *•» 
IS, Col. 1 

ly incompetent, 
made an awful 
n (rusting me with 
oney.” . 
earing. Poole 
Ehrlich later 
led —-that Thor esen bad 
in '$an^ Francisco. ‘Since 
last Monday, Ehrlich said he 
was here* “tending business 
affairs” v , 

EXAMINATION 
U n d ei> ,the prbyisior^ y 6t 
Judge Outer’s order, ^Thoro- 
sen wiU be examined a 
.psychiatrist who will be 
picked from , a panel tint: 50 
Federally approved doctors. * 
The doctor’s report ia to be 
returned to the court on May 
10 . ^ 

u l just collect cannons ^ 
ornaments* Thoresen jajdv 
as his fiitger pr In 
being “ Evei^ i^: 

ought td have one.” 



AttcmeyV. E3WiCh agreed 
with m. just 

a eoUecto^’* Ehrlich said, 
“and hejl> the ammunition he 
has is 30t years bid. It 
can’t evwTfee fired.” 
Thoretfcft 1 * son, 5-year-old 
Michael, tugging at the arm 
of his mother, Louise, alter- 
nately said “I’m scared” and 
“I eat flowers, white flow- 
ers,” as be followed his fa- 
ther into the U S. Marshal’s 
office. ;■ '■ 

Tfiorren volunteered 



also collect rocks 
stamps.” He was clad 
conservative dark !•: 



“1 
nd : 
a! 



•A 81 mm mortal* capable 
of demolishing a well-built 
6-room house from a distance 
ot several hundred yards. 

• World War Lewis Ma- 
chine gnu magazines plus at 
least a ton of .303 ammuni-. 
tion used by the weapons. j 

• A .50 caliber machine! 
gun barrel. 

• Assorted explosives, in* 
eluding magnesium para- 
chute flares and mortar 
flares. United States .30. .45 
and .50 caliber machine gun 
bullets. 

Tlie raids were made on 
Coast Dravage at 1595 East- 



. * a V, ±UJU lufljf 

striped suit and. standing an I shord* freeway in Berkeley 
erect 6 feet. 2 inches, looked and Ringsby Systems Inc., at 
more like a junior executive 949 Ferry street in Oakland 
than a fugitive from justice Officials of these two truck- 
charged with massive muni- 1 i n g firms had earlier alerted ; 
. Uons dealings. j Federal and police agents - 

As he was hooked. Federal: that munitions had been ar ‘ 



agents were sorting through 
some 28 tons of munitions 
they had seized at two East 
Bay locations earlier. 

.Aided by Army military 
policemen with trucks, the 



in connection with the Thore- 
sens now totalled 45 tons and 
added lie still had no idea 
why they were collecting 
them. 

Many of the crates were 
shipped from the Service Ar- 
mament Company in Ridge- 
field, N.J. In addition to] 
these shipping tags they bore 
markings, in German or 
French. 

Other firms shipping a va- 
riety of military hardware to 
Thorensen included Navy 
Arms also in Ridgefield, 
Hunters Lodge and Potomac 
Arms — both of Alexandria, 
Va. r- and the wprld’s larg- j 
eit private munitions dealer, : 
International *A r m a m ents * 
Oompany. 

Called fnterarmeo for 
short and headquartered in 



riving in massive quantities ! M^dte Carlo, it is owned by 
addressed to Thoresen at j Cummings, 39, former 
2801 Broadway here. 



Thoresen’s attractive wife, 
Louise, remained free on 
more than $20,000 bail on as- 



sents confiscated from two sor ted Federal and State I 
freight terminals an incredi- charges ranging from unlaw- ! 

fui possession of mac hike 
guns to violating 
local laWs on 
-jives. . v 

l&y /, : MUNITIONS ’M *f® 



ble array of explosives* 
which included: 

• A French 25 mm anti- 
tank gun, vintage 1936. 

• Mor# than 250,000 
rounds of mouldering 7M 

(^munition <d Germi 
'French manuf acturt Jf . ^ 



sutesAtt'airjNiy; 

,e said -munitions' seized 



CIA agent who set up busi- 
ness in California in 1952 on a 
$25,000 shoestring and who i 
now, by his own admission : 
“sells guns to anybody, no! 
questions asked. . - ! 
' SUPPLIES , ! 
Inter armco is a ) 
plier fen* Navy Arm£ 
mac Arms, Hmtftijj* 
and Service Arinarfleif 

Petfiwro, 

ers, has accused Interarmcoj 
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;of being a part-time front fori that anv n, 
the CIA, charging it not onlyrg r ^ $ c ^ e q n 
supplied Fidel Castro but (• & b p,S 
also had a hand in furnishing f u p 
.Cuban ■•xites with guns and li 
mtblary hardware for their! m ° 

disaiirou. . Hay of Pigs raid. ns ' 

%The CIA has never con- ^ 

Jrmed nor denied these f 
fbarges. Ci\ spokesmen yes-, 
fcrday saia they had r,o evi-j.™ 
pttice Which* showed either of ! 
two T! .resens had any,| l >! 
t with their agency. 

tftroug 

■ m#«tr 




at he sold the 
i d a n k weapons W 
pniaments.’’ 

h * s a ftorney spoics, 
^s-i fThordfeen was shaking- hh 
f hoad negatively; *-* 

^ "Jake, I'd like 

straight.” Thoreib^ filwifh#! 

I nvttot in the business of 
sf.llihg second-hand guns* 
rm * ,-d' >k\ 

“Shut up- Ehriicf 
. snapped “I-m yotir attorney, 
mouth shut ” : 
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was 

Wfcflnnot feature *^ 1 
' could be an 
i? fer guns to be ship 
f<^tountry. 

Wm^y & yeitefdpj^i 
^wied from good ti 
:4my of the bullet* 
^ jet least 30 years old j 
rt^jteeni n mortar was : 
, ant} s^orticl. The 
ftcn^i.t^nk u*d 

ablp: bf rang nw&fc* 

ifcud bang. ,? 

? ^ * the lot ftp- 

bullets of 
Snef $, hermotf cal- 
jal tins, much 
nes. i 



d# Indi-i 
yard of j 
will ! 
jiJ 'tpmor- 1 
| shipment j 
nod to j 
jMth- j 
jy vWheve- ! 

jsed -r-, 

^.traids; I 
>*ii!Uon-j 
left I 

— ^7 ' C dr t c r i fcqu^troom 
wh^-e he was ordered to t$ke 
f psychiatric examination, 
his /Mnboyant attorney kept 
* 'fWy ' Mascm^tylS tight 
xein'owhim. 

He ahnoimced fori 
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